
AP Language and Composition 2018 Summer Reading 

 
Before you begin to read the novel Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer this summer, please carefully read and study the 
information below.   
 
We dearly hope that you enjoy reading this text this summer. However, people read for many reasons, and 
enjoyment is not the only reason. Different texts have merit, and their authors wrote them with heart. Leaving yourself 
open to enjoying, understanding, and learning from what they have penned is important! 
 
1) Access the following link for the Harvard Library and print out and carefully read the PDF article, “Interrogating Texts: 6 

Reading Habits to Develop in Your First Year at Harvard.”  Annotate the article as you read it, following the tips 
provided in the article for annotating, marking ideas and concepts that are important and making notes in the margins.  
http://guides.library.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=237714&sid=1998524 

2) Read Into the Wild, by Jon Krakauer. 

A mini-description of Into the Wild:  
In April 1992, a young man from a well-to-do family who had just graduated from Emory University hitchhiked to 
Alaska and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. 
He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the cash in his 
wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, moose hunters found his decomposed body. How 
McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild.  
 

3)   answer the accompanying questions for Into the Wild (on the back).  

 Answer each of the questions thoroughly and thoughtfully with specific evidence (quotations) from the text. Each response 
should be multiple sentences (unacceptably brief responses will receive no credit), and submissions that do not include 
quotations in every response will not receive a grade of “A.”  

 

 Responses must be in your own words and all references to the text cited appropriately. This is an individual assignment. Your 
answers should NOT exactly match another student. Plagiarized work (stealing the ideas or words of another) will result in a 
ZERO on this assignment for all students involved.  

 

 This is your first chance to show your best writing. There should be no spelling or grammatical mistakes on your paper. This is 
the place for formal diction (no slang). This should be final-draft quality. Type papers in a size 12 easy-to-read font (ex. Times 
New Roman). If you do not have a computer, go to a friend’s house or the public library.  

 

Checklist: 

 I have a copy of the article “Interrogating Texts:  6 Reading Habits to Develop in Your First Year at Harvard” 
printed and annotated. 

 I have read Krakuar’s book and completed the questions (due Friday, August 10, 2018). 
 
If you have questions, please email: 
 
suzanne_houser@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 
                               or 
 
hillary_lowe@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://guides.library.harvard.edu/content.php?pid=237714&sid=1998524
mailto:suzanne_houser@gwinnett.k12.ga.us


Summer Reading Assignment Questions 
 

Chapters 1-3 
1. After reading chapter 1, use two adjectives to describe your impressions of Chris McCandless (Alex). Explain and 
support each adjective with a specific quote from the chapter.  
 
2. After graduating college, McCandless begins, “an epic journey that would change everything” (22). He saw his time in 
college as “an absurd and onerous duty” (22). In heading west, he felt freed “from the stifling world of his parents and 
peers, a world of abstraction and security and material excess” (22). Using examples from the reading explain what he 
meant by this.  
 
Chapters 4 and 5  
3. Chapter 4 ends with the following quote from McCandless’ journal: “It is the experiences, the memories, the great 
triumphant joy of living to the fullest extent in which real meaning is found” (37). Identify an experience from this chapter 
and explain what “meaning” you think Alex has found. Use a quote to support your explanation.  
 
4. What does “Plastic People” in chapter five mean? What are two things McCandless considered plastic? Do you agree 
with his assessment? Support your answer with a quote.  
 
Chapters 6 and 7  
5. Ronald Franz and McCandless establish a father-son type of relationship. Identify one benefit or drawback (using a 
quote) that each gets out of the relationship.  
 
6. Before McCandless leaves for Alaska, Wayne Westerberg offers to buy him a plane ticket. McCandless refuses, however, 
claiming, “flying would be cheating. It would wreck the whole trip” (67). Find and explain two quotes that demonstrate 
whether McCandless actually lives by his own words.  
 
Chapters 10 and 11  
7. Identify two qualities that Walt McCandless and his son have in common. Support each quality with a quote from the 
text.  
 
8. Identify two specific details or examples (using quotes) from Chris McCandless’ childhood/high school years that seem 
to predict his later behavior. What is it about these events that help to explain his actions as an adult?  
 
Chapters 12-15  
9. Contrast McCandless’ feelings about his family with his family’s feelings about him. How does the Thoreau quote that 
opens the chapter match Chris’ feelings about his family? Support your points with two quotes from the reading.  
 
10. Krakauer admits to not being an “impartial biographer” (ii). How do his experiences (particularly his own journey into 
the wild), comments, and opinions add to or take away from Chris’ story? Support your answer with specific details from 
these chapters.  
 
Chapters 16 and 17  
11. Read the italicized passage on page 168 that McCandless wrote and the italicized passage he highlighted from Tolstoy 
on page 169. Based on these writings and events in this chapter, what convinced McCandless that it was time to return to 
civilization? What did he learn from his time “in the wild”? Support your answer with specific details.  
 
12. Krakauer observes that it is not “unusual for a young man to be drawn to a pursuit considered reckless by his elders.” 
Identify two details from this chapter where McCandless exemplifies this observation. Explain whether McCandless would 
agree with Krakauer. Finally compare McCandless’ view with that of one of the following men mentioned in this chapter: 
Andy Horowitz, Gordon Samel, Roman Dial, or Sir John Franklin.  
 
13. Krakauer goes on to claim that McCandless’ “life hummed with meaning and purpose. But the meaning he wrested 
from existence lay beyond the comfortable path.” Do you agree with Krakauer? Support your response with two specific 
quotes from this chapter.  
 
Chapters 18 and Epilogue  
14. How does the Doctor Zhivago quote that opens the chapter foreshadow McCandless’ actions and writings later in the 
chapter? Cite two specific examples using quotations from the text.  
 
15. Do you believe McCandless is to blame for his own death? Explain your answer using two specific details from the 
chapter. Use quotations to support your response.  

 


